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The American Well-Being Index: Politics and Public Issues

The American Well-Being Index, a comprehensive survey of America’s sense of individual and collective well-being released by StrategyOne, includes these findings and more on the subject of Americans’ political affiliations and attitudes on public issues. See the complete Index report online at www.StrategyOne.net.

· Republicans report significantly higher well-being than Democrats: on a scale from one (poor) to 10 (excellent), Republicans average 7.3 and Democrats average 6.8.

· Asked whether Americans’ overall well-being is “going in the right direction” or “on the wrong track,” Republicans expressed more optimism, choosing “right direction” by a 55 percent to 45 percent margin. Democrats chose “wrong track” 68 percent to 32 percent.

· Republicans (79 percent) are significantly more likely than Democrats (71 percent) to agree with the statement “I have very few regrets about how I am living my life,” and are more optimistic about their futures (85 percent as opposed to 80 percent.)
· Republicans (44 percent) are also more satisfied than Democrats (34 percent) with the state of their local communities and the state of the country (Republicans 25 percent, Democrats nine percent).
· Republicans are more satisfied with their financial health and ability to manage debt, whereas Democrats are more likely to be worried about having enough money to pay for daily needs.

· Americans who are registered to vote report a greater sense of well-being (average 6.9) than ones who are not (average 6.5).

· The price of gasoline is the No. 1 concern affecting Americans’ sense of well-being. Utility costs are second; the stability of Social Security is third; the war in Iraq is fourth. Illegal immigration is eighth. These results differ by party affiliation: Democrats are significantly more concerned about the war in Iraq, while Republicans are more concerned about the threat of terrorism and about illegal immigration.

· People feel that non-profit organizations (48 percent), educational institutions (48 percent), and “people like yourself” (45 percent) have a positive influence on American well-being. Only two in 10 Americans feel that local governments (21 percent), the national government (20 percent) or corporations (16 percent) contribute to American well-being.

· Among private-sector industries, health providers and health insurance are viewed as the ones that most positively contribute to American well-being, followed by telecommunications and technology. The entertainment industry ranked 12th, and the media ranked 13th.

· The pharmaceutical industry ranked high as a positive contributor to American well-being (#6), yet 81 percent of Americans (88 percent of Democrats and 77 percent of Republicans) believe the Food and Drug Administration needs to do a better job safeguarding Americans’ well-being.
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