Daniel Edelman WWII Service

In December 1942, Dan Edelman joined the 100th Infantry Division in Fort
Jackson, South Carolina. Assigned to The Army Specialized Training Program as a
public relation specialist, his training included language, psychological warfare,
and propaganda-the history and application. “There’s a picture on the wall in our
Edelman Museum showing me at the typewriter during a field exercise with a
tent in the background and a little sign on the table reading “Public Relations.” |
didn’t know it then, but that was the first step in my future career.”

In August of 1944, Dan’s assignment came to join the 5th Mobile Broadcast Unit.
During this time he traveled throughout writing a nightly analysis of German
propaganda, his team would listen to German Radio and read ticker day and
night and translate the hundreds of pages which Dan would consolidate into a
six-page analysis.

After the nearby “Battle of the Bulge,” Dan crossed the Rhine and worked in Bad
Humburg until he was commissioned to Berlin where his Unit (Psychological
Warfare) changed to the Information Control Division. In 1945 Dan and his unit
became responsible for the control and restructuring of the German

press, radio, theater, and film. To begin rebuilding German media Dan helped
develop and conduct opinion research surveys on the German people and
former press members.

Perhaps one of the most impressionable and incredible assignments in Dan’s
service was during the Nuremberg Trials. Before the trials began, lawyers for the
defense began to gather their witnesses. Dan conducted profiles on the
individuals detailing their whereabouts during the Nazi regime. Dan was present
during some of the trials and assisted in conducting public opinion research on
the German people’s reactions to the trial. After completing his work as a
reports officer in Berlin Dan returned to the United States in the Spring of 1946.

“I must tell you it was one of the great breaks in my life that | was able to serve
as a Private in the U.S. Army” — Dan Edelman
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